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South Carolina has a long 
history of caring for those 
suffering from mental  
illness.  In 1694, the Lords 
Proprietors of South  
Carolina established that the 
destitute mentally ill should 
be cared for by local  
governments.  The concept 
of òOutdoor Relief,ó based 
upon Elizabethan Poor 
Laws, affirmed that the 
poor, sick and/or disabled 
should be taken in or board-
ed at public expense. In 
1762, the Fellowship Socie-
ty of Charleston established 
an infirmary for the mentally 
ill. It was not until the 
1800õs that the mental 
health movement received 
legislative attention at the 
state level. 

Championing the mentally 
ill, South Carolina Legisla-
tors Colonel Samuel Farrow 
and  Major William Crafts 
worked zealously to sensi-
tize their fellow lawmakers 
to the needs of the mentally 
ill, and on December 20, 
1821, the South Carolina 
State Legislature passed a 
statute-at-large approving 
$30,000 to build the South 
Carolina Lunatic Asylum 
and a school for the ôdeaf 
and dumbõ.  

The Mi l ls  Bui ld ing,  
designed by renowned  
architect Robert Mills, was 
completed and operational 
in 1828 as the South Caroli-
na Lunatic Asylum. The fa-
cilities grew through the 
decades to meet demand, 
until inpatient occupancy 
peaked in the 1960õs at well 

over 6,000 patients on any 
given day.  Since the 1820õs, 
South Carolina state-run 
hospitals and nursing homes 
have treated approximately 
one million patients and 
provided over 150 million 
bed days. 

In the 1920õs, treatment of 
the mentally ill began to 
include outpatient care as 
well as institutional care.  
The first outpatient center in 
South Carolina was estab-
lished in Columbia in 1923.  

The 1950õs saw the use of 
phenothiazines, "miracle 
drugs" that controlled many 
severe symptoms of mental 
illness, making it possible to 
"unlock" wards. These 
drugs enabled many patients 
to function in society and 
work towards recovery, 
reducing the need for pro-
longed hospitalization. Gov-
ernment support and spend-
ing increased in the 1960õs. 
The South Carolina Com-
munity Mental Health Ser-
vices Act (1961) and the 
Federal Community Health 
Centers Act (1963) provid-
ed more funds for local 
mental health care.   

The South Carolina Depart-
ment of Mental Health 
(DMH) was founded in 
1964. In 1967, the first 
mental healthcare complex 
in the South, the Columbia 
Area Mental Health Center, 
was built. Since then, the 
Centers and clinics have 
served more than three mil-
lion patients, and provided 
more than 42 million clinical 
contacts. 

Today, DMH serves approx-
imately 100,000 people each 
year, approximately 30,000 
of whom are children and 
adolescents. As South Caro-
linaõs public mental health 
system, it provides outpa-
tient mental health services 
through a network of 16 
community mental health 
centers and associated clin-
ics, serving all 46 counties, 
and psychiatric hospital ser-
vices via three State hospi-
tals, including one for sub-
stance use treatment. In 
addition to mental health 
services, the Agency pro-
vides long-term care ser-
vices in one community 
nursing care center and 
three State veteransõ nursing 
homes.  

In response to community 
needs, DMH has developed 
multiple innovative pro-
grams, two of which are its 
School Mental Health Ser-
vices (SMHS) and Telepsy-
chiatry.  

DMH HISTORY AND DEMOGRAPHICS 

DMH H OSPITALS  A ND  

N URSING  H OMES 

Columbia, SC 

G. Werber Bryan Hospital 

Morris Village Alcohol & Drug 
Addiction Treatment Center 

C.M. Tucker, Jr. Nursing Care 
Center - Stone Pavilion 
(Veterans Nursing Home)  

C.M. Tucker, Jr., Nursing Care 
Center - Roddey     Pavilion  

Anderson, SC 

Patrick B. Harris Hospital 

Richard M. Campbell  
Veterans Nursing Home 

Walterboro, SC 

Veterans Victory House 
(Veterans Nursing Home)  

Babcock Building Cupola 

DMH  

OPERATES A  

NETWORK  OF  

SIXTEEN 

COMMUNITY   

MENTAL HEALTH 

CENTERS,   

MULTIPLE CLINICS,  

T HREE HOSPITALS, 

THREE VETERANSõ 

NURSING HOMES,  

AND  ONE  

COMMUNITY  

NURSING HOME. 

DMH  

M ISSION:   

T O  SUPPORT THE 

RECOVERY  

OF PEOPLE WITH   

MENTAL  

ILLNESSES. 
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D URING  FISCAL 

YEAR 2019, 

TCCMHC SERVED 

2,179 CITIZENS OF 

ITS THREE COUNTY  

CATCHMENT  AREA.  

T HESE INDIVIDUALS  

RECEIVED 27,312 

OUTPATIENT  

CONTACTS /

SERVICES. 

Tri-County Community Mental Health Center  
1035 Cheraw Street 

Bennettsville, SC 29512 
843-454-0841ñAdministration 

 
Counties Served: Chesterfield, Marlboro, Dillon 

experiencing serious mental 
illness and significant emo-
tional disorders.  
 
During fiscal year 2019, 
TCCMHC served 2,179 
citizens in its three-county 
catchment area. These indi-
viduals received 27,312 out-
patient contacts/services. 
 
All DMH facilities are li-
censed or accredited; 
TCCMHC has  been  accred-
ited by the Commission on 
Accreditation of Rehabilita-
tion Facilities (CARF) since 
1997.  
 

In 1960, Louise Lee and a 
small group of Marlboro 
County ladies began advo-
cating for community care 
for those experiencing 
mental illness. Five years 
later, Tri-County Mental 
Health Clinic  began opera-
tions in Bennettsville. With 
a staff of four, under the 
direction of Dr. Al B. Har-
ley, Jr., mental health care 
was made available locally 
to the citizens of Marlboro, 
Chesterfield, and Dillon 
counties. It was not until 
1970 that services were 
actually provided on a part-
time basis in Chesterfield 
and Dillon counties. 
 
Over the years, Tri-County 
Community Mental Health 
Center (TCCMHC) has 
been in many locations, 
typically sharing space with 

other agencies or using 
available buildings, such as 
a courthouse basement, an 
old pharmacy, the Coach-
man 4 Club, a former car-
pet store, and an old, va-
cant mortuary.  
 
Today, TCCMHC operates 
out of buildings that staff 
and patients helped design. 
Built specifically for mental 
health services, TCCMHC 
opened its Marlboro office  
in 1993, its Dillon Office 
in 1997, and its Chester-
field office in 2000. 
 
TCCMHC provides mental 
health services to people of  
all ages. A staff of approxi-
mately 50 offers counsel-
ing, psychiatric assessment, 
medication management, 
crisis intervention, and 
other services to people 
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T ERESA CURRY , EXECUTIVE  D IRECTOR  

Executive Director Teresa 
Curry earned a bachelorõs 
degree in business admin-
istration from Francis Mari-
on University and a masterõs 
degree in counseling from 
Webster University. She 
began her career at 
TCCMHC in 2004 when she 
was hired as a childrenõs 
counselor in the Dillon 
County Clinic. Since then, 
she has held several different 
roles within the Center, 
including Children, Adoles-
cents and Family (CAF) Ser-
vices coordinator and Quali-
ty Assurance coordinator. 
She became the executive 
director in June 2018.  

Prior to her adventures at 
TCCMHC, Curry worked at 
Francis Marion University 
and the Medical University 
of South Carolina. Helping 
others reach their goals has 
always been her passion.  

There have been many 
changes during the past 15 
years of Curryõs tenure with 
TCCMHC. The Center has 

adapted to the varying needs 
of the communities that it 
serves. Center staff are en-
meshed in the communities 
of the Tri-County catchment 
areañChesterfield, Dillon, 
and Marlboro counties. By 
participating in community 
events, the Center works to 
reduce the stigma around 
mental health treatment and 
to provide educational op-
portunities aimed at enhanc-
ing the communityõs overall 
knowledge about mental 
health and available re-
sources. TCCMHC is dedi-
cated to helping patients and 
their families become more 
comfortable with caring for 
their mental health. The 
Center staff strives to in-
crease the awareness of the 
equal importance of treating 
both physical and mental 
health needs.  Center staffõs 
goal is for all patients who 
need help to feel comforta-
ble enough to walk through 
the door and ask for it.  

Being one of  the smallest 

mental health centers in the 
DMH system does not come 
without challenges, but 
TCCMHC has strong lead-
ership and managers that are 
problem solvers. The caring 
and qualified staff makes 
taking care of patients their 
top priority. The Center 
rolled out several key initia-
tives over the past year and 
has made great strides in its 
capacity to provide a wider 
array of services. The Cen-
ter enlists assistance from 
some of its retired clinicians 
to work part-time to help 
fill staffing gaps. The goal is 
to fill positions as quickly as 
possible so as not to disrupt 
patient care. òIt is important 
that the staff feel valued and 
part of the TCCMHC team. 
The work that we do is not 
easy, but it makes a differ-
ence in our patientsõ lives. 
TCCMHC staff are commit-
ted to helping patientsõ re-
cover and meet their own 
individual goals and expecta-
tions,ó said Curry. 

òTCCMHC STAFF 

ARE DEDICATED TO  

HELPING PATIENTSõ 

RECOVER AND  MEET 

THEIR OWN  

INDIVIDUAL  GOALS 

AND  

EXPECTATIONS.ó 

 

éCURRY 

SIMI  SACHDEV , M.D., M EDICAL  D IRECTOR   

New York Health Science 

Center at Syracuse in 2002.  

Dr. Sachdev joined the 

Center in 2004, but 

worked with Marlboro Park 

Hospital prior and Aurora 

Pavilion during a short 

break from the Center in 

2009. She returned to 

TCCMH in 2011 as medical 

director. She  primarily sees 

Simi Sachdev, MD, re-

ceived her medical degree 

in 1995 from Lady Har-

dinge Medical School in 

New Delhi, India. She com-

pleted her residency at 

Henry Ford Hospital in 

Detroit, MI, and completed 

a child psychiatry fellowship 

at The State University of 

patients in the Dillon clinic, 

but also provides telepsy-

chiatry to patients in the 

Bennettsville and Chester-

field clinics. She shows 

great dedication and com-

mitment to compassionate 

care of the Centerõs pa-

tients.  

Dr. Sachdev  is married and 

has two sons.  
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